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Case report : a sudden death of imported marmoset
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Abstract

Eleven from fifty-one marmosets (Callithrix jacchus) imported from Gayana, Africa to
Thailand, died without any previous signs. Autopsy of 6 marmosets were performed at National
Institute of Animal Health. Form 5 of 6 marmosets found intestinal worms with nodules diameter
0.5 cm at serosa and ulcer in mucosa of the small and large intestinal walls. Histopathological
studies revealed tunnels beginning from mucosa to serosa because parasites penetrated and
damaged the intestinal wall. Peritonitis occurred in the cases of perforation of the tunnels into
abdominal cavity. The worms were identified as Prosthenorchis spp. in phulum Acanthocephala.
Acanthocephala and other gastro-intestinal nematode eggs were found in intestinal contents of 5
in 6 marmosets.

The 40 survived marmosets were kept in separate cages at animal quarantine station,
Nakon-nayok province. Their general conditions were normal. Twenty - eight fecal samples from
each of 28 survived marmosets were collected for examination, Acanthocephala egg was found
in 1 sample, and gastro-intestinal nematode eggs were found in 24 samples. Anthelminthic
drugs were given orally with praziquantel at dose of 20 mg/kg body weight once and
mebendazole 15 mg/kg body weight everyday for 3 days. After treatment for 2 weeks, feces from
the same marmosets were collected for parasitological examination; no helminth egg was found.
In conclusion, marmosets in this study died from Acanthocephala and stress during

transportation.

Keywords : marmoset, Acanthocephala, anthelminthic
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